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Why should we challenge
income measures of

poverty?



Unequal access to income affects
women particularly

• The great majority of the bottom billion of
people in poverty are women (UN Women
Watch, 2014).

• ‘Women account for 70% of the World's one
billion poorest people’ (Global Citizen, 2012).
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…but income poverty also assumes sharing at
household level…

• Income poverty is also driven by household structure

– lone parents, female headed household and single adults or pensioners.
(Schaffer Goldberg (ed.) 2010)

– women in Europe are slightly more likely to be in material deprivation but
differences are minor (Alkire, Apablaza and Jung, 2014)
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• Gender inequalities focused on access to resources (Bennett and
Daly, 2014).

– Neglects the gendered processes that affect couples and households

– But the gendered risk to poverty should look, at least, to individual income
(National Equality Panel for UK in 2010) and investigate gender-specific
factors (Millar 2003).

– Need to look inside the households in terms of sharing of resources,
gendered contributions, and dependence.

• Labour supply behaviour (Ponthieux, 2010)

• Family benefits and financial dependency (Botti et al 2012)

• Lack of individual income and future risk of poverty (Atkinson 2011)

Gender inequalities vs gendered processes
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Composition of MD Poverty in
terms of gender

Boys
17%

Men
24%

Girls
17%

Women
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Elderly
17%

Percentage of People living in MD
poor households by demographic

group, 69 countries

Source: Robles (2014)



Unpacking the household ?
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The Women’s Empowerment in
Agriculture Index

Five domains of
empowerment

(5DE)
A direct measure of

women’s empowerment
in 5 dimensions

Gender parity
Index (GPI)

Women’s
achievement’s relative
to the primary male

in hh

All range from
zero to one;
higher values =

greater empowerment

5DE = (1-M0) GPI = (1-P1)



Empowerment, wealth and education

• Wealth – clear association with empowerment in Uganda,
but an imperfect proxy in Bangladesh and Guatemala:
– 76% in top three quintiles are disempowered in Guatemala

• Education – significant influence in Guatemala and Uganda
but insignificant for men and women in Bangladesh:
– In Uganda, 35% of women with less than primary schooling are

empowered vs. 45% with primary education

– 31% of women with less than primary education were
empowered in Bangladesh vs. 33% with primary schooling
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A woman’s empowerment score shows her own achievements
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220 destitute, poor, & non-poor women
(Alkire, Pratley and Vaz, 2014)

1. Children’s Education

2. Household Duties

3. Health-related Decision Making

4. Personal Employment

5. Mobility

6. Group Participation

Relative Autonomy Index (RAI) in Chad



The call for better
gendered data



Multi-topic Data Surveys

Source: Alkire (2014) ‘Towards Frequent…’ Research in Progress 43b



Limitations of the current global MPI in terms of
gender analysis

 Missing information – e.g.

 Disability
 Violence
 Gendered health functionings and asset ownership
 Work (variable quality)
 Data on women over 50; men over 60
 Income/consumption poverty

 Frequency – 5.8 years for DHS

 National statistical capacity
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Wins:
Gender Parity in
Primary Schools

(achieved in all
regions in 2012)

Women in Politics
(46 countries have
>30% female MPs)

On track in
improving access to

maternal health





Voice and Agency report

• Identifies multi-layered interventions across sectors such
as life-skills training, sexual and reproductive health,
education, conditional cash transfers, and mentoring.

• It finds that addressing violence against women requires
engagement with men and boys.

• Underlines the role information and technologies play in
women's voices.



Voice and Agency report, box 7.5 on data gaps

19



Goal 5 Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals



A few of examples of indicators included:

 Women’s ownership of land

 Adult and Child Malnutrition

 Housing conditions

 Food Security

 Conditions in schools

 Teen pregnancy

 Safe Delivery

 Experience of crime and
violence

 Fatal incidents of violence

 Youth unemployment

 Workplace safety

 Social protection.

The MPPN & OPHI Post-2015
Household Survey Modules



Thank you


