FOR THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA
what constitutes ‘extreme poverty’ is a hot topic.

It is agreed that the poorest of the poor - the destitute should not get left behind

But How do we know who the destitute are?
With the Global Multidimensional Poverty Index, the
picture quickly becomes uncomfortably clear

Meet Aruna
She lives under a bridge near railroad tracks with her
husband and 4 children
Her makeshift home has no electricity or water
They use a pay-and-use toilet but can only afford to bathe
every few days, so the children are teased at school
Aruna sells flower garlands on the road and her husband
works as a casual labourer when he is able to find work. Their
children sell balloons at the seaside for additional income
With no walls, door or lock, they worry that others will steal
the little they have
Many days they go to bed hungry

Poverty has many faces:

poor healthcare

lack of income

Substandard schools

unsafe water

Inferior housing

to name a few…

The Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI)

directly measures the disadvantages people face at the same time in different aspects of their lives, in:

3

Dimensions
of POVERTY
Health

Education
Living
Standard
A person is poor if
He or she is deprived in

1/3 or more of
these weighted
indicators

There
are

10

INDICATORS
of POVERTY

Nutrition
Child Mortality
Years of Schooling
School Attendance
Cooking Fuel
Sanitation
Drinking Water
Electricity
Flooring
Assets

1.6 billion MPI poor across 108 countries.

ARUNA

IS ONE OF
THEM

But Aruna is not just poor.
She is

destitute

The Global MPI measures more than Poverty
- it can measure destitution
The Destitution MPI focuses on the poorest of the poor
by using more extreme criteria

POOR

DESTITUTE

if nobody in YOUR household
has had 5 years of education

if nobody in your household has
had even 1 year of education

IF a child in your household
has died

If Two Or More Children In Your
Household Have Died

IF you don’t have adequate
sanitation

IF you practise open
defecation

Who Are The Destitute?
In 49 countries covering a total population
of 2.8 billion people in the world:

1.2 are MPI poor 50% ARE DESTITUTE
OF MPI POOR

billion

HOW ARE THEY DESTITUTE?
67

41

%

90

%

have someone
at home with severe
undernutrition

69

%

live in a household
that has lost 2
children

%

have to defecate
in the open

live in a household
with no assets—not
even a mobile
phone or a radio

WHERE DO THEY LIVE?
69

%

INDIA
THE majority of the
world’s destitute
live in South Asia
AND Sub-Saharan
Africa

58

%

houses the largest In Niger, 69% of
number of destitute the population
people – around
are destitute
340 million

MORE THAN IN
ANY OTHER
COUNTRY

In Ethiopia, it’s 58%

DESTITUTION IS MORE PREVALENT IN RURAL AREAS IN MOST COUNTRIES

THE GOOD NEWS

Destitution is falling over time
Almost all countries reduced destitution faster
than multidimensional poverty

this m
eans t
he
poores
t of th
e
poor a
re not
being
left
behind
!

Low Income and Least Developed Countries did
best at tackling destitution
Top performers are:

ETHIOPIA

NIGER

Ghana

BOLIVIA

The Ethiopia Story

2000-2011

-30%

POINTS

2005
From 2000 to
2011, Ethiopia
reduced the
proportion of
destitute people
by 30%points

Progress was
faster in the first
five years than in
the second half of
the decade

Deprivation in all indicators was
reduced. The most powerful
improvements were achieved in:

Years of
Schooling

School
Attendance

Sanitation

THE GLOBAL MPI IS AN IMPORTANT
TOOL TO MEASURE AND TACKLE...
NOT JUST POVERTY BUT ALSO DESTITUTION

For more information on the Global MPI 2014, including data, analyses and case studies, please visit:
www.ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index
For more information on the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative, please visit: www.ophi.org.uk

